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♦ Turn off your vehicle engine. 
♦ Put your vehicle in park and/or set 

the emergency brake. 
♦ Disable or turn off any auxiliary 

sources of ignition such as a 
camper or trailer heater, cooking 
units, or pilot lights.  

♦ Do not smoke, light matches or 
lighters while refueling at the pump 
or when using gasoline anywhere 
else.  

♦ Use only the refueling latch 
provided on the gasoline dispenser 
nozzle. Never jam the refueling 
latch on the nozzle open.  

♦ Do not re-enter your vehicle during 
refueling. If you cannot avoid re-
entering your vehicle, discharge 
any static build-up BEFORE 
reaching for the nozzle by touching 
something metal with a bare hand -
- such as the vehicle door -- away 
from the nozzle.)  

♦ In the unlikely event a static-caused 
fire occurs when refueling, leave 
the nozzle in the fill pipe and back 
away from the vehicle. Notify the 
station attendant immediately.  

♦ Use only approved containers 

Static electricity flash fires at gasoline stations are more common than they used 
to be. The percentage of fires is small, (there are approximately 12 billion fill-ups 
annually and perhaps 15 or 20 flash fires that are reported each year) but they can 
be catastrophic. Most of the fires occur November through February when the air 
is cooler and drier, but they can happen any time of the year. As of March 2004, 
thirty-nine states had reported fires to the Petroleum Equipment Institute (PEI). 

♦ Set gasoline containers on the 
ground, do not leave in vehicle – 
trunk, truck bed  

♦ Keep the nozzle in contact with 
the container 

♦ Fill the container slowly to 
decrease the chance of static 
electricity buildup and to minimize 
spilling or spattering 

FOLLOW THESE 
GUIDELINES... 

COMPLY WITH 
POSTED WARNINGS... 

 


